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Hello AFS Piedmont Chapter and Friends 

 

Well it is starting to feel like fall finally and now that football season is in full swing I know it is here.  If you are 

like me, this is my favorite time of the year with leaves turning, cool mornings and soon we will be thinking about 

the holiday season.  

 

Before we review the upcoming meeting I would like to thank Donald McLain for organizing our September meet-

ing and Charlotte Pipe for being a gracious host.  I think everyone will agree the topic of Energy Management was 

timely and proved to be very thought provoking.  Also I wish to thank all the presenters for sharing their experience, 

knowledge and successes with us.   

 

Our next meeting is being organized by Mike Looby and will be held at the Embassy Suites in Greeneville, SC on 

November 20th and 21st.  I must interject here and congratulate Mike on becoming a new father to Anna Belle Loo-

by. Congratulations Mike. This meeting will focus on Melting and Process Control.  He has recruited a great line up 

of speakers, which I’m sure we will find very informative.  Please see the meeting announcement, which is in this 

Shakeout edition and at http://www.afspiedmont.org/.  Mike has also organized a great afternoon of fun for all with 

a Golf Tournament to be held at The Preserve at Verde just outside the hotel.  This tournament will be benefit our 

education fund, so come out support our Chapter.  The format is golfer friendly for all skill levels and everyone will 

have a chance to win the coveted prize. So sign up early and plan to have some fun and enjoy each other’s company.  

 

Looking ahead to future meetings, our January meeting which is just around the corner will be held in the Charlotte 

NC / Pageland SC area. The main theme is new technology in the foundry industry and we will be touring Conbraco 

Pageland Foundry.  Plan to attend this meeting and tour, as we will witness the latest high tech metal forming equip-

ment. This meeting will also be our Past Chairman night where we honor our Chapters previous leaders.  Be sure to 

attend and show your thanks. The March meeting will once again be held in Blacksburg, VA and will focus on envi-

ronmental and OSHA  issues facing our industry today.  We will also celebrate VT Fire students and soon to be 

graduates at the Dinner meeting.  I also hope to have a special guest speaker whom we will all enjoy.  Hope all plan 

to attend to welcome the future leaders of our industry. Be sure to check out future Shakeouts or on line for more 

meeting details. 

 

  Just a few more things to think about as you are making plans to attend this year’s meetings. Try to bring a friend 

of the industry or co-worker with you to each event, introduce them to our members and encourage them to join the 

AFS. I cannot think of a better way to grow the Piedmont Chapter and the AFS National Organization than by YOU 

demonstrating your enthusiasm for the good work we do.  Be sure to sign up for each meeting by the deadline post-

ed on the Meeting Notice to avoid the late fee, this also helps us plan better and be more cost effective. Finally, as 

you can see we have an exciting line up for this coming year and I look forward to seeing all at the meetings. 

 

 

Regards 

Greg Southerland 

AFS Piedmont Chapter Chairman 

 

http://www.afspiedmont.org/


 
 

Why you should Attend  

The November AFS Meeting 
 

 
 
Oct 14th 2014 

 

Greetings Everyone. 

 

I wanted to take a minute to write everyone why it is important to attend the November Meet-

ing. 

 

Well if you are like me time is a premium and you have to look at every time commitment as 

an asset and evaluate what will you gain from this investment.  If you have seen the meeting 

announcement you will see that Mike has done an excellent job of lining up speakers for the 

technical session related to the important topic of Melting and Process Control. 

 

Our guest speakers come from a variety of backgrounds and expertise such as Charles Fink 

from Inductotherm discussing the Medium Frequency Induction Furnaces. Also on the sched-

ule is Jim Csonka of Hickman Williams to discuss the advantages of Lanthium a relatively 

new material for iron melting.  Also scheduled is George Frigm of Heraeus Electronite to dis-

cuss “Knowing Your Molten Metal Temp” and David Williams of ASI International to dis-

cuss the very important topic of Cleaning Procedures for furnaces, holding and pouring 

equipment.  I think you will find these to be valuable topics and a good investment of your 

time. 

 

We also will have a fundraiser golf outing to benefit our chapter’s primary goal of supporting 

the education of our future foundry men and women. This will be held at the course just out-

side the hotel.  All proceeds will go to our Education Fund, which support our FEF commit-

ments, VT Fire and Chapter Scholarships.  I cannot think of a better investment of time than 

by supporting these very worthy causes and future of our industry.   

 

I hope to see everyone at the meeting and enjoying everyone’s company. 

 

Regards 

Greg Southerland  

Chairman AFS Piedmont Chapter. 



 



 

Through the Chairs … In the blink of an eye! 
 

I have been asked on several occasions to recount my experience as AFS President now that I am “Immediate 
Past President.”  As the title of the article indicates, it seemed like time passed at warp speed.  I was traveling 
through eastern Virginia on my way to Culpepper when Henry Lodge caught up with me via phone to ask my 
interest in going through the chairs at national; I am rarely speechless but the phone line was quiet for what 
seemed like an eternity.  To say the least, I was both honored and humbled at the invitation.  I think there is a 
tendency by those who are asking you to serve, to “stretch the truth” some with regard to the time commit-
ment actually required so as to be sure to pique your interest.  To make the commitment, obviously, I need-
ed the support of Charlotte Pipe and Foundry management and employees and got it without question. 
 
I think one of the most gratifying parts about having the opportunity to serve the industry as AFS President 
was getting the chance to work with so many talented and dedicated people … and that began with my affili-
ation with people at the Chapter and Regional level.  I gained a much better understanding of what really 
drives our Society from a technical perspective.  Division Council is the keystone for pulling together all the 
elements of our industry that impact our membership.   Committee work is the backbone of technical trans-
fer for our industry and without our Committees we wouldn’t have Cast Expo or Casting Congress.  We have a 
lean staff at national, with excellent leadership, who work tirelessly for the membership of AFS and who are 
committed to keeping our organization strong. 
 
The importance of the Chapter and Region structure becomes more evident as you have the chance to work 
with the AFS Board on major issues which can directly affect the membership.  Communication is critical and 
dedication to the common goal is an imperative.  You realize that the survival of an industry that is so critical 
to the manufacturing sector relies on pulling together people and resources behind the efforts of sustainabil-
ity and good stewardship.  You also realize that you are merely the caretaker of the office and responsible for 
successfully passing the baton your successor.   It was a great experience … and I thank everyone, especially 
those in the Piedmont Chapter and Region 4, for their support during my term as AFS President. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mike Selz 
Immediate Past President - AFS 

 

 



Calling All Hands on Deck!!!!!!! 

If you are a new member of the AFS Piedmont Chapter, or you are a long time member looking for a cause to 

volunteer your time towards, then you are most welcome to let your interests be known! 

  

Please don’t be shy or worse yet assume that you don’t have the skills or the time to do any volunteer SER-

VICE for your Chapter.  

 

Make contact with any of your Chapter Officers or Directors listed on the front cover page of this newsletter 

and let us know you are interested in stepping forward! It doesn’t take a lot of time, and it usually doesn’t cost 

anything. This would even be a great way to participate in the activities of your Chapter even if you are unable 

to attend the scheduled meetings throughout the year. 

 

We have a multitude of activities this year and we are not ashamed to ask for HELP. We are hosting the South-

east Regional Conference, we have meeting arrangements to be cared for, we have a mission of Member Out-

reach to accomplish, etc. With the use of modern technologies, anyone can participate no matter where you 

are! 

 

“Volunteering” is much better than being “Assigned” to do something. It is much more rewarding! 

 

DON’T SIT ON THE SIDELINES – BE AN ACTIVE CHAPTER MEMBER!!!!! 

Support the Chapter’s Mission of Education 
 

Your Chapter website address is www.afspiedmont.org 

Several companies have found value in being a Sponsor of the Chapter Website and by doing so have 

their company name and other key information shown on a special page of the Chapter Website. 

The support received through monetary donation by the companies sponsoring the website is 100% 

used to further the Mission of Education that your Piedmont Chapter is dedicated to. 

Metal Casting producers and Suppliers are invited and encouraged to participate in this worthy cause. 

The cost is minimal and the benefits can be tangible. 

Please consider showing your support for the activities of your Piedmont Chapter by becoming a Web-

site and Education Program Co-Sponsor. 

Getting started is easy! Just contact either David Simms or Ryan LaCoursiere and they will take very 

good care of you!! 

The future employees, managers, and owners in this metal casting industry are looking for you- and 

they don’t use the Yellow Pages. They surf the NET, and linking up through the Piedmont Chapter will 

help them find you!! 

 

 

 

http://www.afspiedmont.org/


MY FOUNDRY CAREER 

By Mike Moore 

 

When Greg asked if I would write a brief article about my career in the foundry industry, I could not help but wonder if it 

would be of any interest to anyone but me.  I come from a long line of story tellers and love to do so, sometimes too much.  

I often get so caught up in the story telling that I forget the point that I wanted to make. I will do my best to not be guilty of 

that here.  

 

In the past I have told my children that life is not so much a destination as it is a journey and that they should enjoy the trip.  

My stories are a journey for me but into the past rather than the future. So for those of you who have not gotten too bored 

to continue reading the following is a brief summary of my foundry journey. 

 

In late May of 1972, a couple of weeks after graduating from Shelby County High School in Columbiana, Alabama I was 

still looking for a summer job. Having had two job opportunities blowup in my face, I was complaining at breakfast to my 

dad about not having a summer job besides pushing a mower when he said that I should check at “Simsco” because they 

were always looking for employees.  Some things in the foundry never change. 

 

At nine o’clock I was in Hugh Sims office applying for my first job in the foundry.    He gave me a job and asked if I could 

buy some steel toed boots and be back by ten o’clock.  That started a career that has spanned over four decades but it is a 

wonder that I made it thru the first week.   

 

The first three afternoons I was given enough training on how to charge the coreless furnace and get the heat melted to get 

myself into a real mess and left alone to finish the job.  Not knowing what was in the bags I was adding to the furnace I 

added fifty pounds of slago to a five thousand pound furnace.   

 

After slag was pouring over the top of the furnace we called Hugh Sims back to the foundry.  He sent me home and told me 

he would talk to me the next day. 

 

Knowing that I was about to be fired I was very nervous as I walked into his office the next morning.  I felt the weight of 

the world come off of my shoulders as he told me what mistake I had made and that no real damage had been done.  The 

next week I was given some real training and was left to perform this job for the next four summers. 

 

I told this story because I have heard similar stories from other foundry men over the years.  I feel that foundries do a much 

better job of training new employees today and hope the next generation will not have such stories to tell. 

 

After graduating from the University of Alabama the summer of 1976 with my BS in Metallurgical Engineering I moved to 

Augusta Georgia to start my first full time job as a real working metallurgist at Georgia Iron Works. 

 

Greg asked if I would share any wisdom I could in this article.  Most of the things that I have worth sharing were shared 

with me by someone else.  I remember Jimmy Hewett sharing some wisdom with me the first day on the job.  He told me 

to invest in the time it took to know each of my employees, what they liked, something about their families and then I 

would know how to manage each individual.  That has proved to be a key part of my management style over the years.  

Also Alvin Postell told me once that my biggest problems in the foundry were not going to be metallurgy or the equipment 

but working with the people in the foundry.  That has proven to be the truest statement he ever told me in the nine years I 

worked for him.  



 

(continued) 

 

While working at GIW, I gained nine years of experience working with all classes of white irons, ductile iron, gray iron 

and some steels.  We produced castings that weighed up to fifty thousand pounds in no-bake molds.  We did a lot of 

ground breaking research in the white iron field and developed one patent for a new class of white irons while I was there.  

That is where I really cut my teeth in the foundry, working with many alloys and learning to manage people. 

 

In 1985 I moved to Albertville Alabama to take a new job with Muller as Foundry Engineer.  There we made gray iron and 

brass castings in high production for our line of fire hydrants.  This was a totally different world compared to making large 

white iron castings.  It was a great opportunity to learn about high production and the problems related to it. 

 

In 1988 I took a position with J.C. Steele and Sons.  I had missed working with white irons and took the opportunity to get 

back into that branch of metallurgy.  I started as the Foundry Engineer but in 1994 was promoted to Foundry Manager.  In 

January I will have filled this position for twenty years. 

 

We are a captured foundry making 28% chrome iron, ductile iron, gray iron and now some steel.  We make castings 

weighing from less than a pound to about 12,500 pounds.  We mold in both no-bake and green sands.  We do all this to 

support our line of brick making machines which we sell world wide.   

 

We are a 124 year old family owned and operated company.  The fifth generation of owners is here now and the future, 

which I think is very bright, will be in their hands very soon.   

 

Looking back over the last forty-one years I still remember the awe I felt the first time I saw molten iron leaving the elec-

tric furnace and still feel the same way today.  This fascination for molten iron has bled over into my watercolors.  I paint 

foundry scenes because that is what I know and love!  I remember the true foundry men who taught me how to work hard 

and take pride in what we do.  I also remember those special people who took a young man and helped him grow into the 

foundry man he is today. 

 

I have heard people say that the Foundry Industry is a dying industry in this country, but I believe it to be a changing not 

dying industry.  We must continue to change with it.   

 

   

Michae l  Joe  Moore  
Foundry Manager 

J.C. Steele and Sons 



 

 

Piedmont Chapter Education Report 

November2013 
“Progress through Education” 

By: Paul Huffman 

 

For those of us involved in the melting and pouring of metal the upcoming technical sessions on Melting and Process control should be 

on interest.  We look forward to seeing chapter melting, technical and engineering personnel at this informative seminar in Greenville, 

SC. 

 

Outreach 

Our Chapter is currently taking the initiative to promote the metal casting process in regional high school advanced programs.  Currently 

we are targeting the Norfolk and Roanoke, VA and Charlotte, NC areas.  If any member has a contact in a Piedmont area high school that 

has any interest in learning about this initiative please contact me at phuffman@dom-met.com . 

 

Internship Opportunities 

As we mentioned in our last Shakeout, we hope to offer our VT FIRE students area internship opportunities in the Piedmont Chapter for 

the summer of 2014.   

 

This year we plan to continue to be active in identifying and assisting students who have a desire to participate in these internships in the 

metal casting industry.  If your company would like to explore this opportunity please contact me for further details.  We again plan to 

hold our March 2014 chapter meeting at Va Tech.  This would be a wonderful time to schedule interviews for summer internships or full 

time employment for your organization. 

 

 

VT FIRE Update 

We held the second annual Ring Melt at VT FIRE this month.  This program in patterned after a similar one at West Point where alumni 

donate their class rings to pass on the tradition to future classes.  The rings are melted in a small ingot and then forwarded to the ring 

manufacturer to be included into the 2014 class rings.  In the photograph below two officers for this year’s ring committee melt and pour 

the ingot that will be used. 

 

FEF 

We are sending 4 delegates to this year’s Casting Industry Conference in Chicago.  The VT FIRE delegates are Gabriella Mirabella, Dan 

Diner, Devon Baker and Sam Edwards.  Three of the four delegates have also completed summer internships. 

mailto:phuffman@dom-met.com


Birmingham Chapter 

2013-2014 Meeting Schedule 

Date Event Location Tentative Speaker 

Sat, August 24, 2013 Picnic & Mountain View Golf Outing Golf  

Mon, September 9, 2013 Regular Meeting Anniston Bob Smith, President Lee Brass  

Mon, October 14, 2013 Regular Meeting Wynfrey Hotel George Houghton, Senior  

 Engineer Carbide Industries  

Mon, November 11, 2013 Regular Meeting Wynfrey Hotel Sharon Lovoy “Generations  

in the Workplace”  

Mon, December 9, 2013 Christmas Party Wynfrey Hotel  

Mon, January 13, 2014 Regular Meeting Wynfrey Hotel Bob Zeeb, VP Operations— U.S. Pipe  

Mon, February 10, 2014 Regular Meeting Meridian, MS TBA  

Mon, March 10, 2014 Regular Meeting Wynfrey Hotel TBA  

Mon, April 14, 2014 Regular Meeting Wynfrey Hotel TBA / Student Casting Comp. 

Mon, May 12, 2014 Regular Meeting Wynfrey Hotel Past Chairman & Awards 

Check Birmingham Chapter Website http://afsbirmingham.org/wp/ for more details about the meetings.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AFS Southeast Regional Conference 
Hosted By Tennessee Chapter 

April 23rd thru 25th in Chattanooga, TN. 

 

Please check Tennessee Chapter website for more details on the Regional Conference and full 

listing of their meeting schedule.  http://www.afs-tn.org/ 

http://afsbirmingham.org/wp/
http://www.afs-tn.org/


"We Appreciate our Chapter Website Sponsors"  

 

ABC Coke Company  

Advanced Energy 
Amcol Metalcasting 

Bluewater Thermal Solutions 
Charlotte Pipe and Foundry Company  

Conbraco Industries, Inc. - Apollo Valves  
Dauber Company, Inc.  

DeLong Equipment Company  
Disa  

Dominion Metallurgical, Inc.    
Emsco, Inc. 

Ervin Industries, Inc.  
Goldens' Foundry and Machine Co.  

Grede Biscoe  
HA International, LLC  
Inductotherm Corp.  
JP Industries, Inc. 

MetalTech Systems  
Miller and Company  

Pangborn Corporation  
Piedmont Foundry Supply, Inc.  

Porter Warner  
Reich Companies  
Southern Cast Inc. 

Specialty Foundry Products  
Supreme Cores of SC  

Unimin Corporation  

Winoa  

 

BE A PIEDMONT CHAPTER SPONSOR - Contact Aaron Romeo at  aromeo@primetradeusa.com 
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 Vice Chairman  

Michael Looby 

District Manager 

Inductotherm Corp. 
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PO Box 157 
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Secretary  

James Sturgeon 

Assistant Foundry Manager 
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james.sturgeon@conbraco.com  
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Ryan LaCoursiere 

VP North American Sales   

Miller and Company 

1538 12
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(704) 516-2119 
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Past Chairman  

James Sturgeon 

Assistant Foundry Manager 

Conbraco Industries Inc 

Steel Products Division  

 

Directors (2014) 

Jeff Gallagher 

Sales 

Piedmont Foundry Supply Inc 

PO Box 87 

Cloverdale, VA 24077-0087 

(540) 580-6844 

pfsjeff@ntelos.net 

 

Greg Hermeyer 

Technical Sales Representative  

HA International 

248 Spruce Loop  

Crossville, TN 38555 

(931) 337-1087 

greg.hermeyer@HA-International.com  

 

Ted Kostilnik  

Regional Account Manager 

Specialty Foundry Products 

302 West Jones Street 

Savannah, GA 31401-4218 

(706) 302-4809  

tkostillnik@comcast.net  

Directors (2015)  

Mike Hall 

VP Operations 

Charlotte Pipe & Foundry Co  

PO Box 35430 

Charlotte, NC 28235-5430 

(704) 348-5501 

mhall@charlottepipe.com 
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Vice President 

Piedmont Foundry Supply Inc 
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(540) 353-1731 
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James L. Lewis 
Principal Engineer/Owner  

Coastal River Technologies 

PO Box 4065 

Calabash, NC 28467 

(910) 575-4213 

jlewis@coastalrivertech.com  

AFS Piedmont Chapter Officers – 2013 – 2014 
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Directors (2016)  
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Plant Manager 
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Registration Chairman 
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Website Chairman 

Aaron Romeo 
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Publicity Chairman 

Brad Robinson  
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brobinson@primetradeusa.com   
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS NOW 

TO MAKE THESE 2013-2014 CHAPTER MEETINGS 

Shakeout Newsletter 

Please send announcements, news about members, committee reports, or any items of interest for the 

Shakeout to: 

                                                            Shaun McGuirt                                                                          

Charlotte Pipe & Foundry Co.                                                                                      

P.O. Box 35430                                                                               

Charlotte, NC 28235                                                                   

E-mail: smcguirt@charlottepipe.com 

 

Deadline for Articles in the next ShakeOut:   December 1, 2013 

 

 

 

  

March 14 & 15, 2012 

Holiday Inn University 

900 Prices Fork Road 

Blacksburg, VA 24060 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

               Piedmont Chapter Meeting Schedule 
  2013/2014 Meeting Schedule 

 

                 Date         Location              Topic                  Tour       

         
         Nov 20 / 21      Greenville SC          Melt Process Control                 Baldor Motor   

          Jan 29 /3 0         Pineville NC          New Technologies               Conbraco Pageland        

      March 26 / 27     Blacksburg VA        Safety and Environmental               TBA  

          May 15/16     Hilton Head SC        Field Survey and Analysis               TBA  


