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Letter From The Chairman 
 
 

AFS Piedmont Chapter and Friends, 

As we close out another year it is always good to reflect on where we have 
come and where we are going. This year we have begun to see new members 
wanting to step into new roles within the chapter leadership and help shape the 
direction of the chapter. We have a new FEF affiliated foundry program within 
our chapter, and students at GA Southern University have formed a student 
chapter of AFS and have begun attending our meetings. Virginia Tech students 
continue to grow their student chapter and continue to be actively involved in 
our chapter meetings as well.  

As we celebrate the beginning of a new year, we look forward to many more 
opportunities for our chapter to grow. We will host our first meeting of 2020 
on January 22 in Columbus, GA. The full day of technical talks will be cen-
tered around a topic of charge materials and metallurgy. This will not only be a 
chance for us to reach out to our members in southern and western Georgia, 
but will also give us a chance to invite members of the neighboring Birming-
ham Chapter to join us. I believe this is going to be a great meeting. 

I wanted to especially thank Metaltec and Metal Energies for becoming an An-
nual Premium Sponsor of our chapter. This includes meeting sponsorship at 
every meeting as well as a year of website sponsorship. We are thankful for all 
of our sponsors and for everyone that donates their time and resources to help 
our chapter fulfill its goals. Please be sure to visit the Sponsors page on our 
website and click on the images to check out their websites. 

And, as always, thank you very much to every one of our board and committee 
members. The work you put into this chapter is greatly appreciated. The suc-
cess of this chapter is because of the voluntary work you all put in. 

Shawn McKinney 
AFS Piedmont Chapter Chairman 
 

 









 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 















Piedmont Chapter Education Report 

December 2019 
“Progress through Education” 

By: Paul Huffman, Education Chairman 

FEF News 

The annual Casting Industry Conference was held November 21-22 in Chicago.  Both of our Piedmont Chap-
ter schools attended.   

Students attending the general session and networking with industry representatives. This year’s sessions in-
cluded a speed networking session. 

Our VT FIRE and Southern CORE students. Also pictured are VT key Professor Dr. Alan Druschitz and Ga 
Southern key Professor Dr. Mingzhi Xu. 

Va Tech News 

MSE 

As most of you know, the headquarters for Va Tech’s MSE Department is undergoing a multi-year renovation.  
This includes a complete renovation of the existing plus the construction of additional space. Demolition is 
well underway.   

The MSE Advisory Board meet October 7-8 and included a tour of the Kroehling Lab facility.  In addition, 
this fall the College of Engineering underwent a full accreditation visit by ABET.  Preparation for this is a year 
long process.  The visit went very well with several MSE categories cited as excellent.  One of these was our 
VT Fire program. 



Continued: 

 

VT FIRE 

As we mentioned in a previous newsletter, we are updating our strategic vision and mission statement for our 
VT Fire program.  This effort involves input from industry and past graduates. This Advisory Board met on 
November 13 and again on December 3rd for a follow-up. 

Our students continue to be active in the industry. During the MS&T 2019 Domesday Competition, our stu-
dent entry won.  This is our fifth 1st place finish in six years of this competition. 

Our students have also been active in utilizing our Foundry in a Box.  We completed our semester Open 
Foundry day last month with over 250 attendees, pouring 171 scratch molds.  

VT FIRE student competitors at the MS&T Domesday Competition and their winning entry. 



Continued: 

 

Georgia Southern News 

Southern CORE 

Our newest program in the Piedmont Chapter is named Southern CORE.  CORE stands for Casting Outreach, 
Research and Education.   The University has now allocated $150K for the casting lab and the plans are about 
50% complete.  The program held their initial Advisory Board meeting on October 18th with a number of Pied-
mont members in attendance.  Ted Kostilnik has agreed to be the Board secretary and Paul Huffman has 
agreed to be the Student Liaison.   At this point the program is in its infancy but is gaining traction quickly. 

Their students also hosted a successful Open Foundry night on October 17th.  Like what has been in effect for a 
number of years at Va Tech, this Open Foundry event is used to generate enthusiasm for our industry and the 
school’s program.  The Southern CORE students also demonstrated the casting process by exhibiting their 
Foundry in a Box for Statesboro’s monthly First Friday event. 

Their students are in the beginning stages of the Bowie Knife Cast in Steel competition hosted by the Steel 
Founders’ Society and are competing in this year’s SE Regional competition hosted by the AFS Tennessee 

(L)Southern CORE students demonstrating the casting process. (R) Students show off their cast medallions 
which was used for the departments graduation seniors.  
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS NOW 
TO MAKE THESE 2019 MEETINGS 

 CHAPTER MEETINGS 

Shakeout Newsletter 

Please send announcements, news about members, committee reports, or any items of interest for the 
Shakeout to: 

                                                            Shaun McGuirt                                                                          

Charlotte Pipe & Foundry Co.                                                                                     

P.O. Box 35430                                                                              

Charlotte, NC 28235                                                                   

E-mail: smcguirt@charlottepipe.com 

 

Deadline for Articles in the next ShakeOut: February 15, 2020 

 

 

 

 

  

March 14 & 15, 2012 

Holiday Inn University 

900 Prices Fork Road 

Blacksburg, VA 24060 

 

 

DATE LOCATION TOPIC TOUR 

Jan. 22-23 Columbus, GA Charge Materials TBD 

Mar. 18-19 Roanoke, VA Data Collection TBD 

May 21-22 Wilmington, NC Annual Golf Outing None 


