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Letter From The Chairman 
 

   Hello to all AFS Piedmont chapter members and friends!  

 

Everyone please keep Jeremy McLimans in your thoughts and prayers as he continues to recover from a se-

vere illness due to complications from surgery in early October.  

 

I want to thank all who attended the September 2017 meeting in Asheville, NC. It was a beautiful location, 

and we had a great panel of speakers on human resources-related topics. Many thanks to Shawn McKinney for 

setting up a great program. We also had our annual golf fundraiser at the Reems Creek Golf Course, where we 

raised nearly $1,000 for educational scholarships.  

 

Once again, we would like to recognize the student chapter at Virginia Tech. Our longtime friend and past 

president of the VT AFS student chapter, Mattie LaPrade, has now graduated and is working in the foundry 

industry at American Cast Iron Pipe in Birmingham, AL. Congratulations, Mattie! The new leaders of the VT 

AFS student chapter are Bryan Staha, chapter president, and Liz Fontana, chapter vice president. It is exciting 

to see the interest and enthusiasm in our industry from the student chapter. Please welcome these new leaders. 

Remember that supporting the VT student chapter and VT Fire is a key purpose of our AFS Piedmont chapter. 

 

Our continued support of Virginia Tech is reaching a new stage as last year the board committed $50,000 in 

funds toward a VT Fire expansion. VT Fire’s success (in part by our chapter) has exceeded its current facility 

spaces. The wheels are in motion to accommodate the growing student interest in VT Fire. It is ever important 

now to fundraise and match the funds the chapter has pledged! The AFS Piedmont chapter has set up a special 

committee to oversee this matching fundraising. 

 

We have already started planning for our 2019 AFS Southeast Regional. We have put together a committee, 

and if you are interested in serving, please let someone on the AFS Piedmont board know. 

 

Our next meeting will take place November 15-16 in Pinehurst, NC. On Wednesday, November 15, we have 

technical sessions that will address energy efficiency and new technologies, and there will also be a special 

dinner speaker from AFS national, Director of Education, Shelly Dutler. On Thursday, November 16, we have 

a great tour planned of the facilities at Carolina Bronze Sculpture in Seagrove, NC. Rooms at Homewood 

Suites must be booked by phone, (910) 255-0300, by 11/03/17. Please see the meeting announcement in this 

issue of Shakeout for more details and the link for meeting registration.  

  

Thank you for your continued support of our Piedmont AFS chapter, and I look forward to seeing you at the 

November meeting in Pinehurst, NC. 

 

Again, please keep Jeremy and his family in your thoughts and prayers. 

 

Mike Stowe for Jeremy McLimans 

AFS Piedmont Chapter Chairman  





Piedmont Chapter Education Report 

October 2017 
“Progress through Education” 

By: Paul Huffman, Education Co-Chairman 

Adam Humphrys, Education Co-Chairman 

Foundry in a Box 

The foundry in a box program is off to a strong start this year.  The VT student chapter has taken part in two outreach 
programs at the university.  The events, CREED-O and Gobblerfest, are well attended by students and faculty.  Our 
student chapter reports having at least 160 students stop and take interest in our program. 

The students continue to focus on outreach at local schools.  This year’s first outreach is scheduled for Friday October 
27th, and will be demonstrating at a local middle school.  

We have three active foundry in a boxes stationed in the north, south, and center of our chapter for easy access for 
any member wanting to use one.  If you would like to use one of these boxes, please contact the following champi-
ons: 

North, Roanoke, VA: Adam Humphrys Ahumphrys@dom-met.com 

Central, Charlotte, NC: Mike Hall MHall@charlottepipe.com 

South, Myrtle Beach, SC: James Sturgeon James.Sturgeon@conbraco.com 

 

Figure 1 Demo at Virginia Tech 

Save the Date: VT FIRE Open House  

November 4th, 2017 from 10 AM – 3 PM at 145 Inventive Way Blacksburg, VA. If you are in the area and interested in 
seeing VT FIRE in action, please stop by! We would love to have chapter members attend this event. This event is 
open to the public and is the keystone in our outreach efforts. Please keep an eye out for more information on this 
event.  
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mailto:MHall@charlottepipe.com
mailto:James.Sturgeon@conbraco.com


Student Chapter Meetings  

  The second meeting of the Student VT AFS was held October 10th, 2017.  At this meeting, Paul Huffman 
gave his presentation on his experience with the “4 Million Dollar Casting,” demonstrating the importance of quality assur-
ance and the due diligence required in the purchasing of metal castings. 

  

If any member has a topic of interest and would like to present to this active Va Tech student chapter please contact me. 
They meet most months on campus. 

 

AFS Webinars 

I wanted to make everyone aware that AFS periodically conducts Webinars on a number of topics.  I recently took part of a 
Webinar entitled “Re-Shoring of Metal Castings”.  It was an excellent presentation with a number of valuable takeaways. 
The next one on AFS’s schedule is a webinar of updates Respirable Silica.   These are free to current AFS members.  Webi-
nar information can be accessed at https://hub.afsinc.org/nc__upcomingevents?type=Webinar .  The following are addi-
tional planned webinars: 

Nov. 7, 2017, Update on Respirable Silica - What You Should be Doing now; Tom Slavin; Slavin OSH Group LLC 

   
Nov. 28, 2017, Maximizing Effectiveness of Refractories for Metalcasting; Pete Satre; Allied Mineral Products, Inc. 

   
Dec. 5, 2017, Case Studies in Additive Manufacturing for Metalcasting; Brandon Lamoncha/Dave Rittmeyer; Humtown 
Products 

   
Jan. 9, 2018, A New Look at Mn-S Balancing in Gray Cast Iron; Rick Gundlach; Element Materials Technology 

   
Jan. 22, 2018, Casting Uncommon Aluminum Alloys; Dave Weiss; Eck Industries 

   
Feb. 13, 2018, Energy Measurement and Process Control, Brian Reinke/Dr. James Wiczer; TDI Energy Consulting/Sensor 
Synergy 

   
Mar. 13, 2018, Prediction of Core Gas Pressure from Chemically Bonded Sand Molds Using Process Simulations Software; 
Jerry Thiel/Sairam Ravi; University of Northern Iowa 

 

Mar. 27, 2018, AFS Casting Alloy Data Search (CADS); Jiten Shah; Product Design and Analysis 
 

AFS Institute 

The AFS Institute (formally CMI) is interested in holding a laboratory class at Va Tech this spring.  We are currently investi-
gating topics.  If anyone has a topic of interest please contact me at Phuffman@dom-met.com . 

https://hub.afsinc.org/nc__upcomingevents?type=Webinar
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BE A PIEDMONT CHAPTER SPONSOR  

Contact : Mike Looby  mlooby@inductotherm.com  609-257-7544  
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AFS Piedmont Chapter Officers  2017 – 2018 
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS NOW 

TO MAKE THESE 2017-2018 CHAPTER MEETINGS 

Shakeout Newsletter 

Please send announcements, news about members, committee reports, or any items of interest for the 

Shakeout to: 

                                                            Shaun McGuirt                                                                          

Charlotte Pipe & Foundry Co.                                                                                      

P.O. Box 35430                                                                               

Charlotte, NC 28235                                                                   

E-mail: smcguirt@charlottepipe.com 

 

Deadline for Articles in the next ShakeOut: December 1, 2017 

 

 

 

  

March 14 & 15, 2012 

Holiday Inn University 

900 Prices Fork Road 

Blacksburg, VA 24060 

 

Piedmont Chapter Meeting Schedule 
  2017-2018 Meeting Schedule 

 
                  

        

DATE  LOCATION TOPIC TOUR 

Nov. 15-16 Pinehurst,NC Sustainability & Energy Efficiency 
Carolina Bronze 

Sculpture 

Jan 24-25  Augusta, GA 
Foundry Maintenance, plus 3D 

Printing  
TBA 

March 21-22 Blacksburg,VA VT Fire TBA 

May 17-18 Little Switzerland,NC Annual Golf Outing The Mountains 


